PREFACE

THIS essay is obviously an outline; it could not be
otherwise when the story of eighty years had to be
told in eighty pages. The reader will find little that
is new save an anecdote here and there; but the treat-
ment, as regards locality, has at least the freshness of
its attempt to describe places and scenes not as they
may appear to the independent observer to-day, but
as they appeared to Ruskin himself.

The principal authority has therefore been the
works of John Ruskin, in their compass. Quota-
tions not directly acknowledged in the text are from
Prceterita. Elsewhere the sources are indicated. The
author also acknowledges much valuable help from
the biographical notes of Mr. Cook and Mr. Wedder-
burn in the Library Edition of Ruskin, as well as
from the short biographies of Mr. Collingwood and
Mr. Frederic Harrison. On nlany critical points he
has consulted, always with illumination,, even where
complete agreement was denied him, the invaluable
monograph of Mrs. Meynell, and that of Mr. J. M.
Mather. In justice to himself, he may perhaps confess
that these pages were passed for press before he read
Dean Kitchin's " Ruskin at Oxford."

Cordial thanks are due to Mr. John Leith for his
kindness in lending for reproduction a memorable

letter of Ruskin's.

J. D. S.
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